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bowling-green. The common fields lie square, and are
orderly planted with fruit trees, which the vines run and
embrace, for many miles, with delicious streams creeping
along the ranges.

Vicenza is a city in the Marquisate of Treviso, yet
appertaining to the Venetians, full of gentlemen and
splendid palaces, to which the famous Palladio, born here,
has exceedingly contributed, having been the architect.
Most conspicuous is the Hall of Justice; it has a tower
of excellent work; the lower pillars are of the first order;
those in the three upper corridors are Doric; under them,
are shops in a spacious piazza. The hall was built in
imitation of that at Padua, but of a nobler design, a la
moderne. The next morning, we visited the theater, as
being of that kind the most perfect now standing, and
built by Palladio, in exact imitation of the ancient
Romans, and capable of containing 5,000 spectators. The
scene, which is all of stone, represents an imperial city,
the order Corinthian, decorated with statues. Over the
Scenario is inscribed: (< Virtuti ac Genio Olympior: Aca-
demia Theatrum hoc a fundamentis erexit Palladio Architect:
1584..J) The scene declines eleven feet, the soffito painted
with clouds. To this there joins a spacious hall for
solemn days to ballot in, and a second for the Academics.
In the piazza is also the podesta, or governor's house,
the facciata being of the Corinthian order, very noble.
The piazza itself is so large as to be capable of jousts
and tournaments, the nobility of this city being exceed-
ingly addicted to this knight-errantry, and other martial
diversions. In this place are two pillars in imitation of
of those at St. Mark's at Venice, bearing one of them
a winged lion, the other the statue of St. John the Bap-
tist.

In a word, this sweet town has more well-built palaces
than any of its dimensions in all Italy, besides a number
begun and not yet finished (but of stately design) by
reason of the domestic dissensions between them and those
of Brescfeff fomented by the sage Venetians, lest by com-
bining, they might think of recovering their ancient
liberty. For this reason, also, are permitted those dis-
orders and insolences committed at Padua among the
youth of these two territories. It is no dishonor in this
country to be some generations in finishing tlieir palaces,d from
